IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

PENELOPE BAIM BLOCK, BRIJ M.
SHARMA, CHARANJIT SINGH, 01 CH 9137
LISA M. BERTINI, VANDANA
MAKKER, BALA M. KRISHNA, Judge Richard Siebdl
TY C. GERHARDT, and JEFFREY
ZIMMERMAN, et al ., CLASSACTION
Plantiffs, DECLARATION OF MARK ALAN
EPSTEIN IN OPPOSITIONTO THE
V. RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION OF
CY PRES FUNDS.
McDONALD’'S CORPORATION,
Defendant.

I, MARK ALAN EPSTEIN, declare the following to be true:

| am a resdent of Chicago, lllinois, and dthough | support the settlement terms
described by McDonald’'s Corporation in the above-captioned action, |1 strongly object to

the “RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION OF THE CY PRES FUNDS’ attached to the
DECLARATION OF CORY FEIN dated September 24, 2002, which outlines the
proposed disbursement of the $10 million fund. McDonad's Corporation prepared this
recommended dlocation with the assstance of various people, such as Cory Fein. Mr.
Fein is an atorney who clams to represent the interests of the Plantiff class, however it
is cear from his declardtion that he is NOT doing tha, but rather representing the
interests of McDondd's corporation. In the following paragraphs, | will refer to this
recommended alocation as the “MCDONALD’S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION”.

| have been a vegetaian my entire life (born 1964). Both my materna and
paternal grandparents adopted a vegetarian lifestyle in the 1930s. My parents have been
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vegetarians their entire lives, and my sgers and ther children are al vegearians as wall.
The reason a vegetarian diet has been adopted so thoroughly in my family dems
primarily from the hedth benfits of plant-based foods.

Although my formal education is in the fiddds of mathemaics and computer
stience (BS, MS, Universty of Chicago), | have become very active in non-profit work
rlated to vegetarian nutrition and the environment. | serve on the Boads of the
American Naturd Hygiene Society, Inc. (d/b/a the National Health Association [NHA]),
EarthSave Internationd, Inc.[ESl], and Sudtain, Inc.

| am the President of the Board of the NHA, a 501(c)(3) non-profit membership
hedth organization founded in 1948. The misson of the NHA is to communicate the
scientificaly based hedth benefits of a plant-based diet. The NHA sponsors educational
seminars and conferences, produces a quaterly magazine and newdetter, and publishes
and didributes educational books on the vaues of vegetarianism.  The NHA has
members in dl 50 dates, some of who have been members for the 54 years since the
organization’ s founding.

| am the Treasurer of the Board of ESI, a 501(c)(3) non-profit membership
organizetion which was founded in the lale 1980s to educate the public on the
relationship between their food choices and their hedth, the environment, and animd
auffering. ESl began as a result of the enormous interest in John Robbins book Diet for
a New America. ESI works through its numerous loca chapters al over the country to
directly educate individuds on the importance of shifting towards a vegetarian diet.
Through exhaudtive research and documentation, John Robbins recent book The Food
Revolution has become a central resource for al vegetarian advocates.

| also serve on the Board of Sudtain, a 501(c)(3) non-profit communications firm
that very successfully works with nontprofits dl over the country in assgting them with

their communications needs.  Unlike the NHA and ESl, Sudtain is not directly a non
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profit vegetarian organization; neverthdess, my role with Sustain has helped to keep me
informed with the work of numerous non-profit organizations working in the areas of
environmentd sugtainability. As you may be aware, there are numerous environmenta
benefits that are a direct result of people choosing a vegetarian diet, in addition to the
individua heelth benefits they will experience.

After reviewing the MCDONALD’S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION, | am
grongly disturbed that some maor vegetarian organizations, such as the NHA and ESl,
were not recommended to receive any of the Cy Pres funds. There are many excdlent
organizations working to educate the public on the various benefits of a vegetarian die,
and it is my underganding that the purpose of the settlement in this class action is to
provide a meaningful amount of funding for those organizations to extend their work. To
fully serve the class plantiffs, the god should be to put these Cy Pres funds to the widest
benefit of the entire cass.  Thus limiting the didribution to a smdl number of
organizations is contrary to the spirit of the settlement.  Additiondly, the organizations
receiving monies should have a dear dliance with the plantiff class and should be
effective a reaching the largest number of people with their vegetarian information. The
MCDONALD’S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION fails on both of these points.

In my role of Board service for severd important vegetarian organizations, |1 have
become widdy familiar with the non-profit groups that work in this area. | have traveled
to many conferences and seminars, read large numbers of publications and educationa
materids, and researched extensvely on the Internet. | have been very wdl informed on
many vegelarian issues my entire life, and have taken an active role in understanding the
scope of the nonprofit vegetarian community since | joined the Board of the NHA in
1994. As an asde, my mother served on the Board of the NHA in the 1960s, and this too

has added to my overdl viewpoint of the various non-profit vegetarian organizations.
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In the MCDONALD’'S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION for the $6 million of
the settlement monies directed to go to the benefit of vegetarian organizations, merdy 12
groups have been induded. Given my underdanding of the universe of non-profit
vegetarian groups, | can assure you that this is neither a representative selection based
upon the type of work being done nor an effective sdection based upon the quadity of
work being done. Some of the groups included do good work, however this is most
definitely NOT the case for the entire ligt, nor are the amounts of money recommended a
reasonable reflection of the cdiber or effectiveness of the work performed. A centrd
imperative in this dlocaion should be tha the organizaions that receive funding should
work towards the benefit of the wide range and diversty of the full plaintiff cass. This
characterigtic is absent from the MCDONALD’S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION.

It appears clear to me that McDonad's Corporation implemented an unfair and
biased drategy in determining the MCDONALD'S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION.
Information was neither solicited in a uniform manner from dl the candidate vegetarian
groups nor was a uniform sdection criteria goplied among those organizations from
which information was received. For ingtance, upon reading the MCDONALD’'S
RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION which was attached to the declaration of Cory Fein,
the NHA inquired as to the reason Mr. Fein bdieved the NHA was excluded from
recaving any of the Cy Pres funds. Mr. Fein curtly replied, “Obvioudy, we have a
limited amount of money to work with and cannot include every worthy group that
contacts us” He provided no objective mechanism that was utilized to support the
exduson of the NHA, an organization whose higory of work in the vegetarian
movement edtablishes itsdf as a much better candidate recipient than many included in
the MCDONALD’'SRECOMMENDED ALLOCATION.

Based upon my unique role within the vegetarian nortprofit community, | can

date clearly that the MCDONALD'S RECOMMENDED ALLOCATION does NOT
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farly serve the interests of the plaintiff class, the class tha was damaged by McDondd's
and brought forward this complaint, the class whose interests this McDondd's settlement
has an obligation to serve. As such, | request that the Court take control of the $10
million Cy Pres fund and gppoint an independent group to handle the didtribution of these
monies.  In the management of such digtribution, | request that the Court make every
reasonable effort to make certain that each candidate non-profit vegetarian organization is
given an equad opportunity to submit a proposa to receive a portion of such funds.
Additiondly, the independent group adminigering the dlocations should be required to
transparently and openly communicate the reasons that lead to their recommendation.

In the event that the Court prefers to coordinate digtribution of the Cy Pres funds
directly, 1 would respectfully propose that the Court dlocate the $6 million of Cy Pres
funds earmarked for “vegetarian organizations’ pursuant to EXHIBIT A, atached hereto,
which ligs a number of qudified vegetarian organizations and outlines an dlocation that
would befair, reasonable, adequate, and equitable to the vast mgority of class members.

| declare under pendty of perjury under the laws of the State of Illinois, that the
foregoing istrue and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Respectfully submitted in Chicago, Illinois on this 28th day of October 2002.

MARK ALAN EPSTEIN

Mark Alan Epstein, Declarant
1601 W. School Street, Suite 203
Chicago, IL 60657

Phone: (773) 883-1960

Fax:  (773) 883-1961
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EXHIBIT A

Proposed re-allocation of Cy Presfunds:

Vegetarian Organizations: $6,000,000

V egetarian Resource Group

ADAF

Preventive Medicine Research Indtitute
North American Vegetarian Society
Vegetarian Vison, Inc.

The American Vegan Society

Loma Linda Univergty

Tufts University

UNC, Chapd Hill, Dept. of Nutrition
Mudim Consumer Group for Food Products
IFANCA

Sound Vison Foundetion

National Health Association

Program for Lifetime Nutrition a Cornell University
EarthSave Internationa

Farm Animd Reform Movement

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine
Ingtitute of Nutrition Education and Research

Y outh for Environmenta Sanity

PETA

Vegan Outreach

Vegan Action

Nailith Foundation — Grassroots V eganism/Stepaniak program
Nailith Foundation -- Maimonides Hunger Project

EXHIBIT A
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$ 200,000
$0
$ 500,000
$ 150,000
$0
$ 100,000
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

800,000
800,000
800,000
500,000
500,000
500,000
450,000
200,000
200,000
200,000

50,000

50,000
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